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SUMMARY: THE PRIME MINISTER ADDED A SOBER CALL FOR AUSTERITY TO 
THE COLD SPELL THAT GRIPS THE NORTHERN SECTIONS OF THAILAND. 

STUDENT LEADERS ARE PLANNING A WARM WELCOME FOR IAPANESE FOREIGN 
MINISTER TANAKA. THE PRIME MINISTER DISCUSSUD THE DRAFT CONSITI- 
TUTION ON NATIONAL TELEVION. END SUMMARY. 

1. ADMITTING IN A TELEVISED NEW YEAR'S DAY ADDRESS THAT THE COUNTRY 
FACED CERTAIN ECONOMIC PROBLEMS, PRIME MINISTER SANYA THAMMASAK 
CALLED ON THE THAI PEOPLE TO ECONOMIZE. SANYA'S SPEECH WAS SOBERING 
AND IN LINE WITH THE POLICY OF LEVELLING WITH THE PUBLIC. THE 

KING'S NEW YEAR'S ADDRESS REITERATED THE THEME OF UNITY WHICH HE 
HAS USED ON OTHER OCCASIONS. THE KING CALLED ON THE PUBLIC "TO 
UNDERSTAND EACH OTHER, BE SYMPATHETIC, SACRIFICE PERSONAL BENE- 
FITS FOR COMMON GAINS, AND SUPPORT EACH OTHER AS WE HAVE DONE 
IN THE PAST." THESE MUTUALLY SUPPORTING SPEECHES ARE AN INDICATION 
OF THE CLOSE RELATIONSHIP AND THE COMMON GOALS BETWEEN THE MONARCHY 
AND THE GOVERNMENT. 

2. UNDERLINING THE AUSTERITY OF THE PRIME MINISTER'S MESSAGE, 

THE GOVERNMENT BEGAN TO PUT INTO EFFECT A NUMBER OF OIL CONSERVA- 
TION MEASURES. MOVIE THEATER OWNERS ARE THREATENING A SHUT DOWN 
OVER THEIR RESTRICTED HOURS, BUT BUSINESS AND THE PUBLIC GENERALLY 
SEEM TO BE COOPERATING ON OIL CONSERVATION. OTHER CONSERVATION 
MEASURES, INCLUDING SOME FORM OF RATIONING, ARE HINTED AT IN THE 
PRESS. 

3. A COLD SPELL OFUNUSUAL DURATION HAS HIT THE NORTHERN AND 
NORTHEASTERN SECTIONS OF THE COUNTRY. SOME DEATHS FROM EXPOSURE ARE 
REPORTED AND VARIOUS CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS HAVE BEGUN DIS 
TRIBUTING CLOTHING AND BLANKETS. THE WEATHER WILL HAVE AN AS YET 

TO BE DETERMINED EFFECT ON AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION IN THESE AREAS, 
PARTICULARLY ON TOBACC . 

4. STUDENT LEADERS ARE PREPARING FOR IAPANESE FOREIGN MINISTER 
TANAKA'S IANUARY 9-1 1 VISIT TO BANGKOK. THE NATIONAL STUDENT 
CENTER OF THAILAND (NSCT) IS ARRANGING A PANEL DISCUSSION OF 
JAPANESE INVESTMENTS FOR JANUARY 8. IN ADDITION TO A "PEACEFUL" 

PROTEST AT THE AIRPORT, THE STUDENTS REPORTELY INTEND TO SEEK A 
MEETING WITH TANAKA ON THE 10TH. THE JAPANESE ECONOMIC POSTURE IN 
IN THAILAND HAS LONG BEEN A TARGET OF THE STUDENTS WHO WILL USE 
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THIS VISIT AS A SPRINGBOARD TO TRY TO BUILD PUBLIC SUPPORT ON THIS 

ISSUE. THE NSCT IS COORDINATING WITH OTHER STUDENT GROUPS TO 

AVOID "UNREASONABLE" PROTESTS WHICH MIGHT DAMAGE THE STUDENT CAUSE. 

5. THE PRIME MINISTER HAD HIS JUSTICE MINISTER, AND TWO MEMBERS OF 
THE CONSTITUTION DRAFTING COMMITTEE, ON HIS BIWEEKLY NATIONAL 
TELEVISION SHOW. THEY BRIEFLY DISCUSSED VARIOUS PROVISIONS OF THE 
DRAFT, PARTICULARLY THE LOWER AGE REQUIREMENTS FOR ELECTORS AND 
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ASSEMBLYMEN. THEY INDICATED THAT THE DRAFT WULD FIRST BE PRESENTED 
TO THE CABINET AND THEN THE NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. THE 
PROGRAM STRESSED THAT THE DRAFT WILL BE READY WELL WITHIN THE PRIME 
MINISTER'S DEADLINE. A CONSTITUTION WAS THE PRIMARY PROMISE THE 
SANYA GOVERNMENT MADE TO THE THAI PEOPLE, AND THIS DISCUSSION POINTED 
OUT THAT THE GOVERNMENT STANDS BEHIND ITS PROMISES. 

KINTNER 
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